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HE RE ſend abroad the Sermon, 
vw which was preach'd at an Ordina- 
tion, in which both Claſſes had 
an equal Concern ; hoping, that 
— what was of ſome Service from the 
Pulpit may be of ſome more Service from the 
refs. N 1 


«ve the utmoſt Satisfaction. 
AS Tt Tus 


* — * 
— 
— Ge — — . ——. — —— . * 
* * — * * 


—— 8 r — _ _ 
— 
= AIP + —— —U— FAO ATI Telly — — 
— . ns A TRI SE, * F 9 2 
: 5 


n 


: e eee OY 


— 


— — — a 2 
1 he DEDICATION. 


TE directly contrary Ways, that our Ad. 
verſaries in this Argument take, may ſery WM 01 


10 efabliſh'us in the preſent. Tru. 
Dr. HAMNMONp, and thoſe that follow hin, Sc 
ſay, © That the Presbyters we read of in Scri. 

& pture, are in a proper Senſe Biſhops ; aui 

& that no Inferior Order was inſtitated by o 
& Apoſtles.” Now, this makes Scripture. Ml « 
Presbyters, and Seripture-Biſhops, to be e 
ſame ; and unavoidably excludes the Three. Ml « 
fold Order from having 4 Foundation in it: 


Word of Gop.' 7 TO HIDTDV 

W read in the New Teſtament of ſeve- 
ral Presbyters in one, and the ſame City; n, 
in one and the ſame Church: Nothing can be 
more conſiſtent with the Notion that me have 
of 4 Scripture-Presbyter or Biſhop, than this; 
tho it quite deſtroys the Notion the Doctor 
would advance upon it, : 


_ OTHERS ſeeing that this is not at all tene. 


able, . quite another Way to work, and ſy Il 1 
the clean contrary, © That by Biſhops in Scri- Iſl ) 
6 pture, we are to underſtand Simple Presby- I it 
„ters, or Miniſters of the middle Order, . 
4s they ſtyle it. Eo iS fl 
| Now 
ener — — 


* See Mr. Robert's Sermon before the Biſhops and Cler- 


* of Exon, p. 19. PB 
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. Now this a much deſtroys the Threefold 
order, that's contended for, as the other dies; 
and drops my Lok ps the Biſhops in at the 
Bargain, who are. the moſt eſſential Part of the 
Scheme. e 


Bur for Anſwer to this, we are told The- 
odoret's Opinion, That thoſe of the higheſt 
« Order, nom call d Biſhops, were at firſt called 
« Apoſtles; and the ſecond Order, nom cald 
« Presbyters,' had then the "Title alſo of Bi- 
(6 ſhops. ” | 


'Tis plain, this was but a mere Suppoſition 
'e- MW F Theodoret's : He alledges no Vouchers, that 
4, WM it was fo in the Times of the Apoſtles; and 
be ¶ without proper Vouchers, he could no more tell, 
we that it was ſo in their Time, who was a Writer in 
1; the Fifth Century, than we can that live in the 
or Wl Eighteenth ; ſo that the whole Scheme at laſt 
Wl teſts upon à mere empty, unproved Suppo- 
ſition. This is notable Scripture-Proof doubt- 
leſs! ?Twere well, if any Thing would make 
ſome Men weary of untharitable, dividing 
Notions, and lead them to the more concern- 
ing Points of practical Chriſtianity. Baut 
this perhaps may be a Thing rather to be wiſhd 
for, than expected. , 


Every good Man's Satisfaction, muſt lie 
in this, The Senſe of his own Devotedneſs to 
| Go Db, and the laying out of himſelf in his pro- 
YR per 
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per Way and Character for the Spreading of 
Serious Religion. And that This may flo. 
Tiſh ia our ſeveral Congregations, and in ill 
Religious Aſſe mblies. zs, I doubt not, Tour 
earneſt Prayer, 48 well as His, who is 


1 Your Affectionate Brother, 
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Aud how ſhall they Preach, 
except they be ſent ? — 


DR EAC HI NG being the Part of 


on me, I could not think of a 
properer Argument to inſiſt up- 


on, than a born iſo ion into 
the e Miniſtry; to which the 


ry j plainly Pc Point ; How ſhall they preach, except they 
be ſent ? 


Tur RE is indeed, but one Part of the Mini- 
ſterial Work inſtanc' di in the Text ; but if a Mi. 

on be neceſſary for that, it will follow of Courſe, 
that *tis neceſſary for the other Parts too. There- 
fore without ſpending Time in prefacing the 
Words, (which eſpecially nom is very precious) 


! ſhall obſerve to you this Point of Dodirine from 


em. 


Dock. THAT 2 RECUTAR Missrox, 3s neceſſary 


To make Perſons AUTHORITATIVE PREACHERS, and 
MintsTERs ＋ the GOSPEL, 


Now 


this Day's Work, that devolved | 


Words, I — 77 juſt now read, ve- 
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Now in Treating upon this Point, I would pro- 
poſe to do the following Things. 8 
I. To open to you, in ſome Propoſitions, the Nature 

of a Regular e Miſſion into the e Miniſtry, | | 


«Tt LE ko 


Cnurcn-OrFicess, 
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4 
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II. nen the Neceſſity of it to you. And then, 


2 
Go 
b 


III. Draw two or three Inferences from the Whole, 
and conclude. i ESL 


I. I Worry propoſe to open to you, in ſome 
Propoſitions, the Nature of a Regular e Miſſion into 
. . ( LY” 

AN p in order to this, I would obſerve, 

1. THAT CHRIST is the Great King in his 
. Church, and has Authority to appoint what Officer. 
in it He pleaſes. This is undeniably plain and evi- 
dent, from Marth. xxviii. 18. And Feſus came, and 
ſpake unto them, ſaying, All Power u given unto me, 
in Heaven and in Earth. It is obſervable, our Lord 
ſpoke theſe Words to his Diſciples juſt before his 
giving out the grand Commiſſion they were to 


to act upon, as being at the Head-of a Standing 


Miniſtry, and in an Office they were to be ſuc- 
ceeded in to the End of Time. For the Commil- 
ſion runs not only to themſelves; but to their Sue- 
ceſſors after them, to the World's End, wer, 19, 20. 
Go ye therefore, and teach all Nations, baptizing them 
in the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the 
Holy Ghoſt : Teaching them to obſerve all Things what- 
foever I have commanded you : And lo, 1am with yu 
alway, even unto the End of the World. Amen. 
2. As CunsT has Authority to appoint what Off- 
cers in his Church He pleaſes ; fo he has actually do- 
clared, That He will have a ftanding, ſettled Mini: 
try in his Church, while He has a Church in the 
World. Epb. iv. 8— 11, 12, 13. Wherefore He ſaith, 
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hs He af, cended up on high, He led Captivity captive, 


and gave Gifts unto Men: And He gave ſome Apo- 
fles ; and ſome Prophets; and ſome Evangeliſts ; and 
ſome Paſtors and Teachers; for the Perfecting of the 
Saints, for the Work of the Miniſtry, for the edifying 


of the Body of Chriſt : Till we all come in the Unity of 


the Faith, and of the Knowledge of the Son of God, un- 


to the Meaſure of the Stature of the Fulneſs of Chriſt. 


. As CrrisrT has had his extraordinary Of- 
frers in his Church, who were to continue but for 
a certain Time; ſo He has his ordinary Officers in 
it ſtill, who are perpetually to be ſucceeded. Of 
the former Sort, were the Apoſtles, Evangeliſts, 
and Prophets; of the latter, Paſtors and Teachers. 
Tur Apoſtles were extraordinary Officers. They 


were ſo, I mean, as to ſome Parts and Branches 


of their Office, as for Inſtance; as they were cho- 
ſen by CHRIST Himſelf to be Witneſſes of his 


| ReſurreRion to the World, which was the grand 


Point upon which all Chriſtianity turn'd, Acts 1.8. 
And ye ſhall be Witneſſes unto me, both in Jeruſalem, 
and in all Judea, and in Samaria, and unto the utter- 
moſt Part of the Earth. And we find in the ſame 
Chapter, that when the Apoſtles were for choo- 
ling One in Judass Room, this was the eſſential 
Qualification of the Perſon to be choſen ; that he 
had been a conſtant Attendant on CHRIS T's Mini- 
fry, and a Witneſs of his Ręſurrection: And fo 
ſhould be able upon his own Knowledge to te- 
ſtify what CHRIS x ſaid, and did, and ſuffered, 
and that He roſe again. This was the Work and 
Buſineſs of an eApoſtle, as ſuch, Ads i. 21, 22. 
Wherefore, of theſe Men which have companied with 
as, all the Time that the Lord Feſus went in and out 
among us; beginning from the Baptiſm of John, unto 
the ſame Day that He was taken up from us, muſt one 


be ordained te be a Witneſs with us of his Reſur- 


reclion, 
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AND Paul, that he might be much upon 3 
Foot with theſe prime eApoſtles, had an extraori. 
nary perſonal Appearance of CHRIST conſtitu. 
ting him an «Apoſtle, 1 Cor. ix. I. Am I not an 
Apoſtle? am I not free, haue I not ſeen Feſus Chiif 
our Lord ? Gal. 1.11, 12. But [certify you, Brethren, 
that the Goſpel which was preached of me, i not after 
Man. For I neither received it of Man, neither was 
Ttaught it, but by the Revelation of Feſus Chriſt. 

Bur over and above their being thus Witneſſes 
' toCurisr, they were extraordinarily qualify'{ 
by the Hory GHOST to gather a Cnvurcy 
out of the World of Mankind ; and had an univer- 
ſal Authority, and Influence given em in it: 
They were immediately inſpired by the Bleſſed 
SPIRIT, and acted by his miraculous Power 
and Conduct. And in theſe Reſpects, none cer- 
tainly can lay Claim to be their Succeſſors. 

As for the ſtanding and perpetual Part of their 
Office ; ſuch as Preaching the Word, Admini- 
_ firing Sacraments, Exerciſing Diſcipline, Ordain- 
ing to the Miniſterial Work, and the like : This 
1s devolv'd now upon Paſtors and Teachers; which, 
as you may perceive by and by, are but two 
Names for the ſame Sort of Officers. 

Br, beſides Apoſtles, that were extraordinary 
Offcers, there were Evangeliſts. Now the Buſineſ 
of Evangelifts, was to be Aſſiſtants to the eApoſtles 
in Publiſhing the Goſpel : So that they may be 
call'd ſecundary Apoſtles. Emvangelifts might preach 
the Goſpel, where it had not been preached be- 
fore, and conſequently make Chriſtians and 
plant Churches; but it was not neceſlary 
that they ſhould be immediate Witneſſes to 
Cuntsr, as it was to the eApoſiles Beſides, they 
were ſubordinate to the eApoſtles, were ſent by 
em here and there, as they ſaw Occaſion, for Pro- 
Pagating the Goſpel, or ſettling of Churches. 

| AG A I Ng 
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AGAIN, another Sort of extraordinary Officers, 
chat were at firſt in the Church, were Prophets. 
Now theſe, by an extraordinary Meaſure of the 


Spirit, were wonderfully qualify'd to interpret the 
Scriptures of the Old Teftament ; to preach to thoſe 


that had embrac'd the Chriſtian Faith; and to point 


out Perſons to the e Miniſtry, that were eminent- 


Iy well-qualify*d for it, and would be eminently 


ſucceſsful in it. Thus Timothy, tis thought, was 
choſe, 1 Tim. iv. 14. Neglect not the Gift that à in 
thee, which was given thee by Prophecy. And *tis 
very likely, that the Hely Ghoſt ſpoke by the Pro- 
phets that were at eAntioch, to have Barnabas and 
Saul ſeparated for ſpecial Work, Acts xiii. 1, 2. 
Bor as CHRIST had extraordinary Officers in 
his Church, who were to continue but for a cer» 
tain Time; ſo He has his ordinary Officers in it ſtill, 
who are to be of perpetual Uſe and Service. And 
theſe, as was oblerv'd before, are call'd Paſtors 
and Teachers, Therefore, 

4. I Wovrnd oblerve, That of the ordinary 
Officers, that CrrisT has appointed in his Church, 
the Scriptures make only Mention of To Sorts ; 
the fir5f, Presbyters, or, Which is but another Scrip- 
ture Name for the ſame Thing, Biſhops : And the 
other Deacons. Thus in the Church of Philippi we 
find no other Church-Officers mention'd, but 
theſe Zo, Phil. 1. 1. Paul and Timotheus the Ser- 


vants of Feſus Chriit, to all the Saints in Chriſt Fe- 


ſus, which are at Philippi with the Biſhops and Dea- 
cons. Paul writing to Timothy about Church-Of- 
ficers, 1 Tim. iii. mentions Qualifications for none 
but Biſhops and Deacons. And the Qualifications for 
Biſhops are the ſame, that Paul writing to Titus 
acquaints him of, when he left him in Crete 10 
ordain Elders in every City, Tit. i. 5, 6, 7. The ſame 
Officer, who is call'd an Elder, or Presbyter, in 
the 5th verſe, is calld a Biſhop in the 7th, For a 
B 2 Biſbep 
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Biſhop mu fl be blameleſs. Thus the Elders of the 


Church of Epheſus, whom the eApoſtle call'd to! 


him at Miletus, Acts xx. 17, are ver. 28. call'd g. 
ſhips. Our Tranſlation has it Overſeers : But the 
Word in the Original is Ee, which ſigni- 
fies Biſhops. And if I be not miſtaken, this is the 
only Place in all the New Teſtament, 1n Which it 
is not ſo tranſlated, nor can any Account be given 
why it ſhould not be thus tranſlated here. 
Ir will now be generally allow'd, that the 
Names are common; but in Propriety it ought 
to be ſaid, that theſe are but two Names for 
one and the ſame Sort of Officers : Since there 
are no Presbyters 1n Scripture, but what are Biſhops; 
and there is no Sett of Biſhops in Scripture above 
Presbyters; and which is more, there are no Or- 
ders given for ordaining any ſuch. If any ſhall 
{till ſay, granting this, that they are but two 
Names for one and the ſame Sort of Officers ; yet 
we deny that Presbyters in Scripture, or if you 
pleaſe to call em fo, your Scripture-Biſhops, have 
any Power to ordain. As to this Point, it will 
come preſently in our Way to diſcourſe of it. 
B v r upon the Propoſition we are now proſe- 


cuting, I would remark ſomething of the other. 


Sort of Officers, that are mention'd in it, Deacons: 
(I.) THar their Buſineſs was to take Care 


of the Church's Stock, and to make a wile Diſtri- 


bution of it among its indigent Members. The 

eApoſile ſtyles it a ſerving of Tables, Acts vi. 2. 
(2.) Thar the Reaſon of inſtituting this as 
a diſtinct Office, was a particular Emergency; which 
was the Murmuring of the Græcians againſt the 
Hebrews, becauſe their Widows were neglected in the 
daily Miniſtration, ver. 1. Had it not been for 
this, it does not at all appear, that the Office of 
a Deacon, as A diſtini Office, would have been ap- 
pointed; but that the Diſtriburion of the Church's 
8 Money 
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Money would have been made as before, that is, 


by general Orders from the Apoſtles, Acts iv. 35. 


And they laid them down at the eApoſtles Feet; and 
Diſtribution was made unto every Man, according 
as he had Need. But this Conteſt ariſing between 
the Greeks and Hebrews ; and the eApoſtles finding 
this Matter would be too great a Diverſion to em 
in the Diſcharge of a higher, and a much more 


noble Function, Prayer, and the e Miniſtry of the 


Word ; they appoint Deacons on Purpoſe to look 
after this very Buſineſs, wer. 2. Then the Twelve 
call'd the Multitude of the Diſciples unto them, and 
ſaid, It is not reaſon, that we ſhould leave. the Word 


of God, and ſerve Tables. Wherefore, ver. 3. Bre- 


thren, look ye out Seven Men, whom we may appoint 
over this Buſineſs. But we, ver. 4. will give our 
ſelves continually to Prayer and to the e Miniſtry of 
the Word. | © _ 

(3) Tu Qualifications here pointed to for 
this Office were of an extraordinary Nature ; for, 
fay the eApoſtles, ver. 3. Look ye out among you Se- 
ven Men of hone Report, full of the Holy GhoFt and 
Wiſdom. And if we turn to 1 Cor. x11. where the 
Apoſtle 15 ſpeaking of the extraordinary Gifts of the 
Holy GhoFt, he mentions, ver. 8. this of Wiſdom 
to be one. And there being in the Church at this 
Time ſuch Perſons, that had theſe Gifts, they 
were extremely fit for this Office: But then for 
theſe Reaſons, tho' the Office, as to the Sub- 
ſtance of it, is to continue, (that is to ſay, tho? 
there are to be thoſe that are to take Care of the 
Churches- Stock, and to ſee that Diſtribution be 
made according to the true Intention of the Per- 
ſons that give it;) yet not to continue in that 
Ipecial Formality, *tis mention'd under here. For 
when any Act, or Law is founded upon particular 
Reaſons, it doth no farther oblige, than as the 
Reaſons of it do continue. 1 
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5. SrricTtLY ſpeaking, the Eſſence of the (Ai. 


ziſfterial Call and «Miſſion, conſiſts in Perſons Qu. 


Fifednef for the Work, and a real ſerious Devoted. 
weſs to it. There muſt be a 2ulifiedneff for the 


Work. It is certain, that Gop ſends out none 


that are Unqualify'd. Thoſe that are not apt 70 
teach, are unti to be Miniſters. The Holy Gb 


has very particularly laid down in 1 Tim. iii. and 
in Fit. i. 5, 6, 7, 8, 9. what are to be the Qualiß. 
cations of Goſpel-Miniſter:: And if any ordain Per- 


fons, that appear in the Main deſtitute of Theſe, 
they only fend forth Creatures of their own; they 
do not ſend forth eniffers of ChRIST. For this 
Reaſon Ordainers ſhould have Time, that they 
may know who they are to lay Hands upon. Hence 
that Caution of Paul to Timothy, 1 Tim. v. 22. 
Lay Hands [uddenly on no Man. | 
AN p as there muſt be a 2ualifiednefs for the 
Work, fo there muſt be a Devetedneſs to it. Cunisr 
will have none to be employ'd in his Work, that 
are not free to it. The Office muſt be the Ob- 
"ny of Deſire ; and Perſons ſincere Intentions mult 
de to ſerve the Lord JESUS CHRIS in it, 
1 Tim. iii. 1. If any Man deſire the Office of a Biſbop, 


Be deſireth a good Work. Whatever Backwardnels 


there may be in good Men, ariſing from the Dit- 
ficulty and Awefulneſs of the Work and Office; 
yet there muſt be a prevailing Willingneſs 
wrought in them by the Spirit of Gop to un- 


dertake it. 


Moss at firſt was very backward to go up- 


| on a particular Errand, that Go» had a Mind to 


{end him upon, to go to Tharaob; he makes 
Abundance of Objections, ftarts this and the 
other Difficulty, and in Effect tells Go p at laſt, 
he would not go, Exod. iv. 13. Send J pray Thee, 
by the Hand of him whom Thou wilt ſend. Gop com- 


deſcended to anſwer his Objections, and over- 
. came 
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came his Unwillingneſs in the End. Cunisr 


will receive none into his Service that are not 
willing for it. Here I am, lays 1/aiab, Send me, 
Iſa. vi. 8. - | 

| In this ali fedneß for the Work, and Dewoted- 
neſs to it, ſtrictly ſpeaking, lies the Efſence of the 


Miniſterial Miſſion. And the Reaſon of this is 


plain, becauſe Gov has ſignified in his Word, 
that He will have ſuch as Theſe to be Miniſters ; 
Perſons of theſe Qualifications, and of this De- 
votedneſs. And it is the Will of Curisr, that 
gives every Miniſter his Commiſhon. . Ordamers 
give but the Inveſtiture, the Commiſſion is from 
CuxIis T. We have this Matter illuſtrated thus 


by the late excellent, and learned Mr. Baxter; 


* It the Sovereign Power, ſays be, makes a Law, 
© That there ſhall be Phyſicians licens'd by a Col- 
© lege of Phyſicians to practice in the Common- 
% Wealth, and deſcribes the Perſons, that ſhall 
* be fo licens'd : This plainly fir, concludeth, 
% That ſuch Perſons ſhall be Phyſicians: But ſe- 
* condly, de ordine, That they ſhall be thus li- 
* cenc'd. So that if the College ſhould licence a 
* Company of inſufficient Men, and Murderers, 
* that ſeek Mens Death ; or refuſe to licence the 
* Perſons qualified according to Law: They 


| © may themſelves be puniſh'd ; and the qualified 


* Perſons may act as authorized by that which 
bindeth quoad Materiam ; and the Law is fru- 


_ * irate quoad Ordinem by the College, not by 


ce them.“ 


AND I cannot but think with another very 
Ingenious Perſon, © That this is a very rational 
Account of the Matter; and ſuch as may give 
: all Chriſtians Satisfaction of the Truth of their 
„ Church's Miniſtry and Ordinances, without 
flying up into the Clouds; and inventing the 
3 = __© Myſteries 
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ce Myſteries of uninterrupted Succeſũon, indeli- 
< ble Characters, and the like. 

O ux Saviour's Criterion about Prophets, is, 


By their Fruits ye ſhall know them, Matth. vii. 16. 
By their Doctrine, and their Works; and it is a 


Criterion that will be of Uſe in every Age. He 


does not point to 4 Line, which we in our Times 


muſt go above Sixteen Hundred Years backward 


for ; and which no Body in the World, that ever 
I could underſtand, is able to make out. But 
then, T | 


6. To prevent all diſorderly Intruſions of un- 


Fit and unqualiſied Perſons into the Miniſtry, Gop 
has eſtabliſh'd this Order; That all that deſire the 
Office, ſhall have their Abilities try d and approv d 
of by competent Fudges, and ſo ſolemnly ſet a- part 
for the Work. And an Inſtitution of CHRIST 
in every Matter muſt be ſubmitted to, and obey d; 
and this is evidently one of them, 2 Tim. 11.2. 
eAnd the Things that thou haſt heard of me, among 
many Witneſſes, the ſame commit thou to faithful 
Men, who may be able to teach others alſo. Thus 
Paul tells Titus, That he had left him in Crete, 
Tit. i. 5. that ſo he might ſer in order the Things that 
were wanting, and ordain Elders in every City, as he 
had appointed him. And that he might do this to 
the beſt Purpoſe, he tells him, what were to be 
the Qualifications of the Perſons he was to or- 
dain. He was not ſuddenly to lay Hands on any, no 
more than Timothy was; but to know who they 
were he ordain'd, before he did it. 

Ar TER this Manner it was, that Paul and 
Barnabas were ſeparated to the Work, to which the 
Holy Ghoſt had called them, Acts xiii. 1, 2. Andat- 
ter the ſame Manner they ordained Elders in the 
ſeveral Churches to which they went, Adds xiv. 23. 
Timothy was ſet a-part by the Laying on of the Haul. 
of the Presbyters, 1 Tim. iv. 14. 


7. PRESBYTERS, 
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7. PRESBYTERS, or Which is the ſame in Scrip- 
ture, Biſhops, as they are in the Miniſterial Office 


themfelves, ſo they have a Power to inveſt others 
with it. This is a Propoſition which to be ſure will 

be deny d; and therefore we. are to ſee, how far 
the Scripture will help us to prove it; and to do 

thisthe more clearly, let's ſee, ' what ſpiritual Pow - 
er will (by thoſe that oppoſe us in the Point we 
are upon) be allow'd to Presbyters by the Word, 
of Gop. Now it will be allow'd, that by the 
Word of GoD Presbyters have Authority to pray, 
and to preach the Word, and to adminiſter the 
dacraments : And in the Biſhop's Abſence at leaſt 

(taking the Word in the Modern Senſe) to exer- 
ciſe Diſcipline: And if they have a Power to ex- 
erciſe it in his Abſence, they muſt have an inhe- 


rent Power before. But now we go farther, and 


ſay, That by the Word of Gop they have a Pow- 
er to ordain others to the Office. But this being 
deny'd ; we muſt try, if we can't prove it. And 
in order hereunto, I obſerve, eee 9333 
(I.) T Har the Power to preach the Goſpel, and 


adminiſter the Satraments, is at leaſt equal, i nos 


ſuperior to the Power of ſetting Perſons a- part for the 
Miniſtry. Nov tis paſt all Diſpute, that Presby- 
ters, by the Word of Gov, have the former; and 
One would therefore be very much inchn'd to 
think, that it is reaſonable to infer, they have the 
latter too. Can any Thing be greater, than for 
Perſons to treat with Men, as Ambaſſadors for 
cbritt? Why, this belongs to the Pregbyter's Of- 
fice; ſince to him is committed the Miniſtry of 
Reconciliation, 2 Cor. v. 20. Nom then we - 
baſſadors for Chriſt, as th God did beſeech you by us : 
We pray you in Cbriſt's Stead, be ye reconciled to 


God. Again, Presbyters have a Right to miniſter 


both the Sacraments ; and this mutt be ſuperior 
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to the Power of Ordination: For no Body makes 
a Sacrament of Ordination, that I know of, but the 


Pevifts. Indeed, What is it but an Inveſtiture into an 


* 


Offce ? And this being but a Matter of Order, may 


be done by Equals, full as well as by Superiors. 


Bor granting, will ſome ſay, the Inferiority of 
Ordination, compar'd with ſome Parts of the M.. 
niſterial Office; yet it will by no Means follow, 
that th muſt be added to the reſt; becauſe Gos 
may give ſpiritual Powers in what Proportion and 
Meaſure He pleaſes; ſo that tho' He has given 
Presbyters the other; yet He may have reſtrain'd 
them in this. Now in Caſe an actual Reſtraint 
can once be made out by the Word of God, I 
very freely grant this: But where the Scripture 


has made no ſuch Limitation, no Body elſe has 


Authority to do it. . 
To tell us, That Timothy was ſent to Epheſus, 
and Fitus to Crete, in order to ordain; will no more 
prove that Ordination was reſtrain'd to them, than 
if the eApoſtle had ſeen fit to have ſent them ta 
thoſe Places to preach, would have prov'd, that 
Preaching did not belong to the PresbytersOffice. 
And if we look over the Epiſtles the eApoſtle writes 
to em, we ſhall find a great many more Directi- 
ons given em, how to manage themſelves in 
Preaching, than how to manage themſelves in the 
Buſineſs of Ordination. 
Tu Truth of it is, in ſuch new. planted 
Churches, there was great Need of the Aſſiſtance 
of Perſons of ſuch Abilities, Conduct, and Exper 
rience, as Timothy and Titus were, either in the 
one Matter or in the other; eſpecially in Crete, 
where it does not appear, that there were any 


Presbyters ar all, when the Apoſtle left Titus there. 


As little Satisfaction is it to tell us out of the 
Revelations, That Cuts T in writing to the 


Churches of Alla, directs to the Angel: of ſuch 


and 
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gel is to be underſtood a particular Perfon, which 


is far from being clear; yet the Style may with 
a3 much Propriety belong to a Paſtor- Presbyter, 2s 
a Paſtor- Biſhop. Dr. Ligbifoot tells us, That e- 


mong the Fews the publick Minifter of every Sys 
nagogue, was call'd the Angel of the Church. And 


yet this is the Sum of what the Scripture-Evidence 
on one Side amounts tdw. Buer, 
(2.) IWo ur p obſerve, by Way of Proof, in 
the next Place, That there is but ohe Commiſſ;- 
on, by which .all Goſpel-Miniſters are to act; and 
therefore. their Powers muſt be equal, and con- 
ſequently there muſt be the Power of Ordina- 


tion amongſt the Reſt. The Inference is plain, 


becauſe the ſame Commiſſion given to ſeveral 
Perſons, gives equal Powers : For what Powers 
ſuch Perſons have, they have from the Commil- 
ſion, and the Commiſſion gives em all alike. 
Now the great Commiſſion upon which Goſpel- 
Miniſters act, is that in Matth. xxviii. 19, 20. Go 
ye therefore, and teach all Nations, Baptixing them 
in the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the 
Holy Ghoſt : Teaching them to obſerve all Things, 
whatſoever I hade commanded you: And lo, I am 
with you alway, even unto the End of the World. d- 
nen. Here we ſee Firſt, That this Commiſſion is 
granted to the Apoſtles, and their Succeſſors in the 
Miniſterial Office; as is evident from our S av 1- 
ovR's ſaying, that He would be with them to the 
End of the World. Secondly, That all the Powers 

that are neceſſary to the Continuance of a Goſpel- 


eMiniſtry, are convey'd by this Commiſſion ; and fo 


the Apoſtles and their Succeſſors had a Power by it 
to ordain others to their Work and Office. Third- 
„ That this Power of Ordaining others, is included 
under Diſcipling, Baptizing, Teaching to obſerve, &C. 
LEE, :!!! OR: RS 
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as the leſs is included under the greater. And 
therefore Fourthly, It muſt belong to Preshyteri; 
for the Other certainly do. Where a Divine 
Commiſſion makes no Diſtinction, it is not for 
Men to make any. If Presbyters don't act by 
this Commiſſion, it will be hard to find them 
another in the whole Word of Go. 


Sou indeed would have them to ſucceed the 
Seventy. It looks pretty ſtrange to take Pattern 
for Officers in Chriſt's Church, at a Time, when 
the Chriſtian Church was but a' Forming. The 
Commiſſions of the Twelve, and the Seventy were 
but temporary. Both were immediately ſent out 
by Chrif, much upon the ſame Errand; to ac- 
quaint Men, that he Kingdom of God drew nigh; 
they were endued much with the fame Powers of 
Healing the Sick, cureing Diſeaſes, and caſting out 
Dewvils. See Luke ix. 1, 2. and Luke x. 1.—8, 9, 
17. And upon their Return the Twelve ne- 
ver, as we find, acted as publick Miniſters, till 
Chriſt gave em a freſh Commiſſion after his Re- 
ſurrection. And as for the Seventy, we never 
hear of 'em again under that Character in Scrip- 
ture: Beſides the Seventy by Virtue of their 
Commiſſion could not Baptize; to be ſure they 
could not Adminiſter the Lorp's-Supper by it, 
for it was not then inſtituted. . 
Bur to clear this Matter yet farther; I deſire 
it may be conſider d, That Curist after his Reſur- 
rection ĩſſued out a double Commiſſion tohis Apo- 
les; the one as they were 4poſtles, and ſo extraor- 
dinary Officers in his Church. This we meet with, 
as | take it, in Job. xx. 21, 22, 23. Then ſaid Jeſus to 
them again, Peace be unto jou: As my Father hath ſent 
me, even ſo ſend I you : And when he had ſaid this, be 
breathed on them, and ſaith unto them, Receive ye the 
Holy Ghoſt ; Whoſeſoever Sins ye remit, they are remitted 
unto them, aud whoſeſocver ye retain, they are retained. 


As 


r » A IS or ae Pts. A 


. 


. 


their MISSION. 224 


M_ 


= . 


As the Father bath ſent me, eu- ſo ſend I u i. +: 
As I'was immediately and perfonally ſent by my 
Fare ; ſo you are immediately and perſonally 
ſent by me; as I received the Hely Gbeſt withous 
Meaſure," was anointed with it above my Flows; 
ſo do you receive the bar rr of the Holy Ghoſ 
to lead you into all Truth; which 1 now confer 
by Breathing ir upon you ; Receive 3e the Holy 
Ghoſt. As I wrought Miracles, which none ever 
did; fo I impower you to work Miracles in my 
Name. Mhoſeſoewer Sins ze remit, they are remitted 
anto them ; and whoſeſoever Sins ye retain, they are re- 
tained. By Sins here, I think, we are to under- 


ſtand the penal Effects of Sin. See eMatth. ix. 2. 


and Whitby in Loc. And ſo by the «Apoſtles Power 
to remit, &c. we are tO underſtand the Power, 
that they had over bodily Diſeaſes, to remove, or 
inflict em. It is evident from the Words them» 
ſelves; that the Remitting, or Looſing of Sins in 
Heaven were conſequent to the Remitting or 
Looſing of em upon Earth; and ſo vice verſa, See 
Matth. xviii. 18. Now this is exactly true, if it be 
taken to refer to the Power which the Apoſtles had 
to remove bodily Diſtempers, or inflict them: Foe 
no ſooner did they go about it, but it was ratifed 
in Heaven; by a Divine Power the Thing was, 
done. To refer this Remitting or Retaining Sia, to 
a Power of declaring, that Mens Sins were pardon'd 
or not, is too jejune a Senſe, I think, to be the true 
one here. This would make the Apaſtles Remie- 
ting, and Retaining Sins, to be only a Conſe- 
quent of what's done in Heaven; which is con- 
trary to the Tenour of the Words. 1 
Now if this be the true Senſe of the Text, it 
appearing to be moſt unforc'd and natural, it can 
belong to no Body, but the Apoſtles themſelves. 
Bor then there's another Commiflion, which 
Cuxisx iſſued out to the Apoſtles, which is that in 
D | Hatth. 
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eMatth. xxviii. Now there is Nothing in that. 
but what may belong to the Miniſters of the 
Goſpel, who are the Apoſtles Succeſſors in the 
ſtanding and perpetual Part of their Office. As 
for Diſczoling of Nations, that's merely circum. 
ſtantial, and depends upon a divine providential 
Conduct; there have been Miniſters ſince the 
Apoſtles Time, that have preach'd the Goſpel to 
Gentile Nations, and have diſcipled ſome of em. 
And as for the Diſcipling All; the Apoſtles neither 
did, not could do it: But it 1s to be hoped, it 
will be done, when the Kingdoms of the World ſhall 
become the Kingdoms of the Lord, and of his Chriſt. 
(3.) Thar Presbyters have Power to Ordain into 
their Office, will farther appear from the Inſtances 
we have of Presbyters Ordaining in Scripture. If 
Presbyters in Scripture-times did ordain, to be ſure 
they had an Original Inherent Power for it. 
Now we have To very clear Inſtances of this 
Kind. The Firſt is of the Presbyters Ordaining Ti- 
 mothy. 1. Tim. iv. 14. Neglect not the Gift that 
it in thee, which was given thee by Prophecy, with the 
laying on of the Hands of the Presbytery. "Tis to bs 
obſery'd, that the Word here us d in the Original 
is but us'd in Two other Places in all the New 
Teftament, Luke Xxxii. 66. Acts xxii. 5. And in 
both theſe Places it ſignifies a Company of El- 
ders. And tho' it be granted, that Paul did lay 
on Hands in Timothjy's Ordination with the Preſ- 
byters ; as tis probable he did from 2. Tim. i. 6. 
Where the Apoſtle gives him juſt the ſame Exhor- 
tation, as he does here in 1. Tim. iv. 14. To 
ſtir up the Gift of God, that was in him: Yet this, 
does not alter the Caſe: For if the Laying on of 
Hands was the Ordaining Act in Paul, it was the 
Ordaining Act in the Presbyters ; and conſequent- 
ly muſt argue the ſame OrdainingPower in them; 
and it is in the very ſame Manner aſcrib'd to them, 

| . 3 


— 


as it is to the Apoſtle, and to. the very ſame Pur- 
poſe; and the ſame Exhortation follows upon it. 
This is ſuch an expreſs Teſtimony, that I cant 
imagine, how any thing can come up more fully 
to a Point. e 5 77 
So uE indeed would ſuggeſt, that they were 
not mere Presbyters, that lay'd on Hands in Timo- 
tb ys Ordination. We grant, that they were not, 
what they that make the Objection may call ſo; 
for we know of no ſuch in Scripture-Times; but 
we have Reaſon to think, they were thoſe, that 
the Scripture calls by that Name. And to clear 
this, I deſire it may be conſider'd (what ſome 
Learned Men have made out) that the eApoſtles. 
fram'd ; the Churches after the Faſhion of the 
Fewiſh Synagogues “. Now as the Names of: 
Presbyters, was taken from the Fewiſh Elders ; ſo 
Us likely there was a great Analogy, and Correſ- 
pondence in their Office; and twas a ftated Rule 
among them, that they that were ordain'd El- 
ders themſelves might ordain Others: Tho this 
was afterwards reſtrain'd; yet it did not at all 
prejudice their Original Right. Now Nothing 
in the World can be more conformable to this No- 
tion than the Presbyters || Laying on Hands here 
in Timotby's Ordination. 
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* * Totum Regimen Eccleſiarum Chriſti Conformatum 
* fuit ad Sy nagogarum exemplar. Grotius. | 
© Prefides et Curatores Eccleſiarum ad inſtar Presbytero- 
rum Synagoge Judaicz conſtant. Salmaſius. See Stillings 
feet, Irenic. Part, 2. C. 6. Set, 4 | 
t Lightfoot Harm, Vol. 1. p. 612. Selden de Syned. C. 14. 
Stillingfleet Iren. P. 2. Ch. 6. Sec. 13. 
If we determine Things by Importance of Words, and 
Things ſignified by them, the Power of Ordination was 
roper to the Name, Tle:zoCuree&+, and not EH -, 
. the former did then import the Power, and not 


ile latter. Srilingficers Irenic. Pact. 2. Ch. 6. Seft. 25. 
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Bur ſuppoſe, they were ſomewhat more than 
Presbyters, tis plain from the Text, chat the Ae. 
fle attributes the Ordaining of Timothy to em 
under that Notion and Character; Which he 
would not have done, did it not belong to em 
under irt. J 31. hon 495: 

As for the Saying of Others; that the Presby. 
ters 'mighr only Lay on Hands to expreſs their 
Conſend: There's no Foundation at all in the 
Text for any ſuch Senſe. Laying on of Hands is 
attributed to the Apoſtle, and Presbyters juſt alike. 
And if either muſt. lay on Hands to expreſs 
Conſent, it ſounds, certainly better, that the 
Apoſtle ſhould do it rather than the Presbyters: 
For if the latter had not the Ordaining Power, 
they had no Buſineſs to expreſs their Conſent 
ac all; 2 or. if there had been Occaſion for this, 
there were other Ways of doing it, than by con- 
curring in the Ordaining Act. But to proceed. 
- Tas Other. Inſtance: of Preibyters Orlaining in 
Scripture is in Acts xiii. 1, 2, 3. Now there were in 
tbe'Churchythat wasat Antioch, certain Prophets, and 
Faachers;. as Barnabas, and Simeon, that was call'd 
Niger, and Lucius of Cyrene, and Manaen, which 
bath been brought up with Herod the Tetrarch, and 
Saul. As they miniſtred to the Lord, and faſted, the 
Holy Ghoſt ſaid, Seperate me Barnabas, and Saul, 
for the Work whereunto I have called them. And 
when they had faſted, and prayed, and laid their Hinds 
on them, they ſent them away. Now they, who 
are ſaid to Ordain Barnabas, and Saul here, were 
the Prophets and Teachers. Now Teachers were Or- 
dinary teaching * Presbyters; and theſe the Hil 
Ge Orders to Separate Barnabas and Saul. Iis 
ſaid, that they faſted, and. prayed,: and laid their 
Hands on them. And if this be'n't Ordaining, 
there's no ſuch Thing. No Men, or Miniſter; 
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can do more in it, than this amounts to. To 
ſay, that it was only for a ſpecial Work and Ser- 
vice, makes it never the leſs an Ordination. 
'Twas all the a Ordination for any Thing 
that appears, that either Paul or Barnabas 
had. | | Pn 
By this time, I hope, tis plain from Scrip- 
ture, that Presbyters, that are in Office, may in- 
= © Oy with it; which was the Thing to be 
rov'd. | IS | 
8 AN D Jlaftly, We are to obſerve, that the 
i in which Perſons are to be inwvefted with the 
i Miniſterial Office, is by Faſting, and Prayer, and 
p Laying on of Hands, Thus Timothy was ordain'd ; 
: and thus the Prophets, and Teachers ſeparated Bar- 
. nabas, and Saul As for Impoſition of Hands, 
tis a very proper, and ſignificant Rite; 'twas 
4 usd in the Old Teſtament in Appointing to an Of- 
: tice, and Devolving of a Charge. Numb. xxvii. 
1623. T was a Sign that accompanied Benedic- 
a tion, Gen. xlvii. 14, 20. And in both theſe 
f Reſpects tis ſignificant in the Buſineſs of Ordina- 
1 tion. The Fewiſh Elders * were ſer apart to 
; their Office this Way. And the Holy Ghoſt in the 
1 New Teſtament makes laying on of Hands to ſtand 
6 for the Whole of Ordination, 1. Tim. v. 22. | 
| By this Train of Propoſitions, I have brought 
3 down the Matter to the Buſineſs of the Day. 


7 And 'tis high Time now to proceed to the Second 
WM Genera! 2 3 but this, and the Application I 
= hall diſpacch with all Brevity. 
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II. Tam to evince the Neceſſity of the e Miſſion, 


ly "8:5 . . 

70 have been thus long ſpeaking of, and Opening. 
ir eee 1 — rr nmr 

3 * © In Archiſynagogis, & Senioribus Synagoge, idem 
15 | Obſervatum, unde Mos Nee die ad Chriſtianes tran- 
tet. Grotius, | | 
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And, 1. i is neceſſary, that there ſhould be 


Miſſion before Men ſtatedly undertake the Mini. 
ſterial Work; becauſe Go p has plainly enough di. 


clared, that tis his Mind, and Will it ſhould be, 
In the Old Teſtament not only the High-Prieft, but 
the other Prieſts; and the Levites were by Go p' 
Appointment inaugurated into their Office: And 


it was to a very high Degree dangerous for any 
to offer at it; that were not thus deſignated, and 


appointed, Numb. iii. 10. and xvin, 7. If. we 
deſcend into the New Teſtament, we ſhall find 
that none of all our Lo x »'s Diſciples afſum'd the 
Miniſterial Work, and Office; till they had a 
Commiſſion from CHRIST himſelf for it: And 
as they were appointed by CHRIST; fo they 
appointed, and ordained Others. Thus Titus was 
left in Crete on Purpoſe to ordain Elders. Tit. i, 
5. Timothy was to commit the Things he had heard 
of Paul to Faithful Men, who ſhould be able to 
teach others alſo, 2 Tim. ii. 3. Being ordain'd 
to the Office himſelf, he was to ordain Others to 
it. 8 
AN D in Purſuance to this Order, this has been 
the Practice of the Chriſtian Church from the 
Apoſtolical Age to the preſent. | 
2. A Miss lo into the Miniſtry is mece/- 
ſary ; becauſe the Nature of the Office calls for 
it. Miniſters are called. Embaſſadors. 2. Cor. v. 
20. Now none can be Embaſſadors without a 
Commiſſion. They are ſtiled Srewards. Tit. 1. 
7. For a Biſhop muſt be blameleſs, as the Steward if 
God. So, 1. Cor. iv. 1. Let ae Man ſo eAccount 
of us, as Miniſters of Chriſt, and Stewards of the M. 
| feries of God. Now a Steward of the Houſhold 
ought to be over the Maſters ſetting of it. Lake xii. 
42. eAnd the Lord ſaid, who then is that faithful 


and wiſe Steward, whem the Lord ſhall make Ruler | 


ver his Honſhold, Again, Miniſters are call'd Co- 
= | 5 | workers 
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workers with Gop. 2. Cor. vi. 1. We then as Mor- 
lers together with him, beſeech you alſo, that ye re- 
ceive not the Grace of God in vain. Now certainly 
its very fit, that Gop ſhould Chooſe them, whom 
he will co-work witch. 27 | 

z. A Miss10N into the Miniſtry is neceſ- 
ſary, from the Reaſon of the Thing. The moſt 
ſolemn,” and Sacred Office in the World as this 


| of the Miniſtry is; which relates to Gov, and 


Mens Immortal Souls, ought ro have particular 
Care taken of it, and a Special Guard ſet about 
it; and ſhou'd be enter d on with the greateſt 
Deliberation, Caution, and Solemnity. 
PE RSONs cannot in Civil Societies ſuſtain any 


Publick Character without a proper Inveſtiture. 


A Man cannot be a Juſtice of Peace without a 
Commiſſion from the Civil Authority; nor Act 


as a Conſtable, or an Inferior Officer, but he 


muſt be ſworn ; nor can practiſe Phyſick ordinari- 
ly without a Licence: And there's no Body al- 
moſt but owns theſe to be very wiſe Conſtitutions. 
And if they are ſo in the State, they cannot be 
otherwiſe in the Church, where ſo very much de- 
pends on the Miniſterial Work, and Office. 
4. A Miss ro into the Miniſtry is neceſſary 


to prevent the Intruſions of Unfit, and Unqualified 


Perſons into it. If due Care be not taken Perſons 
unfit for the Work will undertake it. A very lit- 
tle Knowledge with a great deal of Aſſurance 


will make Abundance in the World fancy, that 


they are fit for Miniſters, and able to reach 
Others; who are very far from it: And by this 
Means the Dignity of the Office is expos'd ; The 
Uſefulneſs of it in a great Meaſure funk ; the Di- 
flinction, that the Scriptures every where make 
between Miniſters and People comes to be loſt, and 


their diſtinct Duties overlook't, and neglected: And 


What is like to be the Conſ:quence of this any 
| D 2 Body 


ws 
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Body may imagine. When once Fences are broke 
down, Diſorders, and Confuſions muſt of Courke 
follow. | 

5. AND la, A Mi ou into this Miniſtr) 
is neceſſary, that Perſons upon good Ground 
may expect the Preſence of Gop with them to ſuc: 
ceed, and bleſs 'em in their Work. And this i; 
what none have good Reaſon to expect, but ſuch 
whom Go» ſends. Fer. xxiii. 21. 7 have mt 
ſent theſe Prophets, yet they ran. Ver. 31. Be 
hold I am againſt tho Prophets, ſaith the, Lord, 
that uſe their Tongues, and ſay, He ſaith. Ver, 
324 2 Net T ſent tbem not, nor commanded them. 


II. PR Laſtly, I Sl now to draw Two 0r 
Three Inferences oa the Whole, and Conclude. 
The fr # Inference ſhall be directed to thoſe, that 
are now to be inveſted in the Miniſterial Office 
> Second to thoſe of Us, that are actually in 
The third ſhall be directed to our People in 
el 
I. Tur from what has been ſaid, I would 
direct 'a Word to Thoſe, that are now to be in- 
weſted in the Miniſterial Office. You ſee your Cal- 
ling, Brethren; and I think, you don't need to 
be put much in Mind by me of the Sac redneſs 
of the Office, you are to be inveſted with; 
of the Awfulneſs of the Work, you are to under- 
take; of the Weight, and Compaſs, and Great- 
neſs of the F mee of you are to enter upon. It 


Miniſtry. 
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| You may perhaps be ready to ſay under 
a Senſe of your own Weakneſs, and the great 
Difficulties that attend the Work: bo is ſuffici- 
ent? And no Wonder, that you ſhould ſay fo 
fince an Apoſtle ſaid it before you. Thoſe that 
have moſt Grace, and are the Beſt qualified for 
the Work, are uſually the moſt ſenſible how Un- 
equal they are to it. Humility is an excellent 
Preparatiye: Cnrisrt either finds his Miniſters 
humble; or if he deſigns remarkably to own, 
and bleſs them, He'll find ſome Way or other to 
make *em ſo. We muſt be emptied of our ſelves, 
before we can with a right Spirit and Frame 
_ preach up a Crucified Maſter, as the Head of the 
Body the Church. It ſhou'd be the Buſineſs of 


. Canis r's Miniſters upon all Accounts to exalt 
it Him: and this we ſhall hardly do, unleſs we are 
k firſt of all abaſed ourſelves: And when our Lory 
n once has us at his Feet, He'll then hand out his 


n Supplies. Wiſe Ordering! That the Excellency 
may appear to be of God, not Mam. 


d BE ſure Conſtantly to eye your Lo RD ; take 
1- his Work before You, as he gives it ; declare the 
5 whole Counſel of Go p; whether Men ill hear, or 


whether they will forbear, be Faithful; Conſtantly 
look up to Cukisr for Strength, and preſent En- 
e ; and truſt Him for your future Re- 
ward. ” 

2. From what has been ſaid, I would direct 
a Word too, to Thoſe of us, that are actually in the 
Miniſtry. Every Ordination, that we ſee, or are 
engag'd in, ſhould put Us in Mind of our Own; 
ſhould put Us upon examining, how we have ful- 
fd our Miniſtry : What we have done with that 
Sacred Depoſitum of Truth, Order, and Duty, | 
that was committed unto us. We ſhould ſtir up the 'v 
Gift of God, which is. in us, as Paul exhorts Timo- 
thy to do. 1 Tim. iv. 14. Which was given” Us 


by 
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by. the Jaying on of the Hand: of the, Prechytery. © 


We muſt not hide any of our. Logy's Talent, 
in a Napkin ; but Ule every one of em for Him, 
, UE ITT CE I 

Cuxisr of late has been calling his + Mini- 
ſters very faſt to himſelf. Now we, that are left, 
ſhould take Care (as they did who are gone.) 
of a Succeſſion: That ſo the Work may not die 
with us. We ſhould commit that, which was com- 


mitted to us to faithful Men, that may be able t» 


teach Others alſo: We ſhould ordain Others to the 
Work, that may ſtand up in our Pulpits, and 
Preach Curisr, when we are dead, and gone; 
Plead his Caule with Men, when our Heads are 
laid in ſilent Duſt, and we can ſpeak for him no 
ST i | | 
Tus is awefull Work, and ſhould be perform'd 
with awefull Frames. We are to look up to 
* sT for Aſſiſtance, and Acceptance in it. 
But, . | 

3. ThE Inference, with which I conclude, 
ſhall be directed to our People in general. From 
what has been ſaid, you may ſee, that unto Us 
is committed the e Miniſtry of Reconciliation; and 


that to you it is ſent. And this Miniſtry is as ne- 


ceſſary now, as ever; and will be neceſſary, as 
long as Mens Enmities continue, which will be as 


long as there are Men, and Women upon Earth. 


Let us therefore entreat you, that you receive uot 
the Grace of God in vain. We, as Embaſſadours for 
Cbriſt, beſeech Vu; as tho God did beſeech You by 
Us : We pray you in Chriſt's ſtead, be ye reconciled to 
God. 2. Cor. v. 20. To die under the Miniſtry 
of Reconciliation, of all Things muſt be the molt 
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as dreadful. 


dreadful. Tis a very ſolemn Charge, which is 
giren to our Miniſters: Lou may read it at 
your Leiſure. 2. Tim. iv. 1. 2. And if ſuch 4 
Solemn Charge belongs to them; Serious Atten- 
tion to em, and Improvement under em belongs 
to You. Believe it, Sirs, if you will not be your 
Faithful Miniſters Crown ; they muſt be your 
Condemnation ; and this will be very ſad for 
You. e 

As for the Contempt, that the World pours 
on us, tis a very ſmall Thing with us; we are 
pleas d with our Work, and we are ſatisfied wich 
our Call; and if the Lord does but give us Grace 
to be found Faithful, we don't doubt, bur 
He'll at laſt own us, and reward us too, as his 
Miniſters. If there is any Thing, we deſire, ir 
is to have you thar attend our Miniſtry to be the 
Seals of it: To be our Epiſtle. 2. Cor. iii. 2. Known 
and read of all Men; and Letters of Commenda= 
tion. . | 

Tak RE were Thoſe, that thought it neceſ- 
ſary to ſerve ſome Ends of their own, to deny the 
great eApoſtle's Miſſion, I mean St. Pauls: But 
he tells the Corinthians, that if Others call'd his 
Miſſion into Queſtion, they had no Reaſon at all 
to do fo ; ſince the ſaving Effects of his Miniſtry 
was found among them: 1. Cor. ix. 1, 2. Am J 
not an eApoſtle? Am I not free? Have I not ſeen Fe- 
ſus Chriſt our Lord? Are not you my Work in the 
Lord? If The not an Apoſtle unto others, yet doubileſs I 
am to you : for the Seal of mine Apoſtleſhip are ye in the 
Lord. How happy is it! when Miniſters and Peo- 
ple thus mutually reflect Luſtre, and Comfort on 
each other. Ir is to be hop'd that there are few 
faichful Miniſters but have ſome Seals given 'em 
of their Miniſtry ; But if we ſhould not have fo 
many, as we may deſire, and long, and pray for; 
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yet tis our Duty to go on: And if Iſrael be not ga. 
F | #bered, it will be dreadful for Irael; yet faithful 

_ | Miniſters ſhall be glorious in the Eyes of the Lord, 
= Iia.xlix,5. And their $od ſhall be their Strengtb. 
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VINDICATION ofthe DISSENTERS; 

In Anſwer to Dr. Wiliam Nichols's Defence of the Docs 
trine, and Diſcipline of the Church of England : In 
Three Parts. The I. containing, an Hiſtorical Account 
of the Controverſy, and the Perſecutions which the Difſenq 
ters have ſuffer'd, from the Beginning of the Reformation,&c 
The II. relating to Matters of Doctrine; as Popiſh Errorgy 
and the Doctrine of Paſſive Obedience, and Non-reſiſtance 
Sc. The III. being a Syſtem of the whole Controverſy 
upon the following Heads: I. Biſhops 2. Deans and _ 
ters; 3. Cathedral Worſhip; 4. Forms of Prayer; 5. The 
Croſs in Baptiſm ; 6. Godfathers, and Godmothers; 7 Cons 
firmation ; 8 The Surplice ; 9. The Ring in Marrige ;. 19 
Kneeling at the Sacrament; 11. Holy Days; 12. Bowing 4 
the Name of Jeſus, and toward the Altar; 13. Reading the 
Apocrypha ; 14. Homilies ; 15. The Faults: in the Litur 
BY ; 16. The Diſcipline of the Church of England. Write 
ten firſt in Latin, and now tranſlated into Engliſh, with 
large Additions : By Mr. F AMES PEIRCE. 8. 
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Sept. the 6" 1716. By the Reverend Mr. M. Bidlingſg 
With Mr. Morgan's Confeſſion of Faith; the Queſtions} 
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